
Careerpilot—Introducing jobs and careers                   KS4 3.1—20 min activity 

            Famous People  

 

 Students are shown images of famous people and a brief history of their education background—see handout 

 They then have to match up the correct person to their background 

 Are there any barriers that these famous people had to overcome? 

 What do the students think was the effect of overcoming these barriers? 

 Students watch the videos below on different barriers facing young people and discuss the content 

Extension: Students could use www.careerpilot.org.uk to watch more videos of students who have overcome barriers to go to university / get an apprenticeship  

Examples of suggested video clips (all found in stories): 

 Jenny (a care leaver) - Social Work at university 

 Doing a university course with dyslexia 

 Scott’s advice about being the first in family to go to university 

 Steph’s story—Scholarships 

 Barclays Apprenticeships—Disabled Candidate Opportunities 

 

Gatsby  1,2 

http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/stories/meet-jenny-a-care-leaver-studying-social-work-at-university
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/stories/doing-a-university-course-with-dyslexia
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/stories/scott-s-advice-about-being-the-first-in-your-family-to-go-to-university
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/stories/steph-s-story-scholarships
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nOeenuGeZ8
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Shakespeare Churchill Steve Jobs 

 

A He was a poor student, and some people believe  that he might have had a learning disability (i.e. dyslexia) as he was unable to 

speak fluently (with ease and grace) at age nine. 

B Born to two University of Wisconsin graduate students who gave him up for adoption, he was smart but directionless. He is quot-

ed as saying, ‘ I know from my own education that if I hadn't encountered two or three individual that spent extra time with me, 

I’m sure I would have bee in jail’ 

C Aged seven, he started his education at a boarding school—he hated it, did poorly academically, and regularly misbehaved. As a 

result of poor health, he moved to a different school where his academic performance improved, but he continued to misbehave. 

D When he was 13 his father got into trouble and lost all of his money. This forced this famous person to leave school early and go 

to work in his Dad’s shop where he learned the skills of selling, book keeping and making leather goods. 
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Shakespeare Churchill Steve Jobs 

 

Einstein He was a poor student, and some people believe  that he might have had a learning disability (i.e. dyslexia) as he was unable to 

speak fluently (with ease and grace) at age nine. 

Steve Jobs Born to two University of Wisconsin graduate students who gave him up for adoption, he was smart but directionless. He is quot-

ed as saying, ‘ I know from my own education that if I hadn't encountered two or three individual that spent extra time with me, 

I’m sure I would have bee in jail’ 

Churchill Aged seven, he started his education at a boarding school—he hated it, did poorly academically, and regularly misbehaved. As a 

result of poor health, he moved to a different school where his academic performance improved, but he continued to misbehave. 

Shakespeare When he was 13 his father got into trouble and lost all of his money. This forced this famous person to leave school early and go 

to work in his Dad’s shop where he learned the skills of selling, book keeping and making leather goods. 


